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Overview

Domestic cats kill hundreds of millions of birds each
year. Studies show that neither declawing cats or
putting bells on collars is sufficient to prevent them
from killing birds. The hunting instinct is so strong
that even well-fed cats will hunt. Dogs also pose a
threat to birds. Birds that nest and forage on the
ground are most at risk.

Participants learn about the hazards cats
pose to birds and some solutions.

Objectives
Identify solutions to prevent cat hazards at
home.

Recommended Ages
10 years old and above

Pets who roam free are at increase risk to disease,
attacks by wild animals, car strikes, and becoming
lost, stolen, or poisoned. We can help at home by
keeping our pets inside or safely controlled in our
yards or on leashes.

Activity Time

Approximately 10 minutes

Materials

> Display materials
> Kitty Retreat
> Make-n-Take materials

This activity can be used to create a display.

Make-n-Take Activity

Activity Directions

Visitors can make an indoor cat toy to take
home.

1.

Activity in Action

2.

Send us your pictures and comments on
this activity to info@environmentamericas.org

Print the display captions and pictures of the cats and
dogs provided for a display.
Build or ask a local vendor to display a kitty retreat. Print
the picture for your display.

3. For your display, print the information, solutions, and pictures provided.
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Help Keep Birds Safe from Cats
4.

Provide information. The American Bird Conservancy has many excellent fact sheets on the subject.
You might consider providing one or more for visitors to take home. Visit www.abcbirds.org.
Fact sheet Options:
• Cats, Birds, and You
• Domestic Cat Predation on Birds and Other Wildlife
• The Great Outdoors is No Place for Cats
• How to Make Your Outdoor Cat a Happy Indoor Cat
• What to do About Your Neighbor’s Cat in Your Yard

5.

Add information. This display information is general. Please check out the excellent American Bird
Conservancy website for more details to add additional information important for your area. Specifically, their Question and Answer web page may be very helpful:
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/faqs.html

6. Student activities K-6.

The American Bird Conservancy has several activities for kids in grades K-6.
Check out their website for the details. www.abcbirds.org.

7. Make-n-Take Cat Toy.
Materials for this activity
• A collection of straight sticks.
• String, elastic string would be even better so it bounces.
• Collection of objects: like small bells and fake feathers.
Preparation
1. Cut sticks so each one is about 1 foot long.
2. Cut string so each piece is about 16 inches long.
3. Place each collection of objects in a separate basket.
4. Make one cat toy for an example.
5. Print self-guided instructions if this activity will be a self-guided activity.
To Make Cat Toy:
1. Tie string to one end of stick.
2. Tie two feathers and one bell to the other end of the string. You have a cat toy.
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trim on dashed rule

trim on dashed rule

Education

Protect ground nesting birds by
keeping your dogs on a leash.
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trim on dashed rule
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Cat enclosures keep cats and birds safe!
Picture from C & D Pet Products

www.cdpets.com
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Safer in Your Home
Did you know?
The average outdoor cat only lives 5 to 10 years? An
indoor cat can live up to 15 years!
They are exposed to• Diseases such as feline leukemia, distemper and
Rabies
• Injuries from other animals such as dogs, coyotes,
foxes.
• Millions of cats are hurt or run over by cars each
year.
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Safer for Birds
Did you know?
Cats kill millions of birds each year• Studies show that even well-fed cats kill hundreds of
birds because of their hunting instincts;
• Cats are silent stalkers; bells on their collars don’t
stop them from killing;
• Birds that nest on the ground are easy targets for
cats.

Note: Add pictures and/or a list of local birds that nest
on the ground.
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Happy Indoor Cats
How can you have a happy indoor cat?
With patience and time most free roaming cats can
become happy indoor pets. Try these ideas to help
your cat adapt to indoors:
• Provide a window shelve that allows your pet to
monitor the outdoors;
• Play with your cat daily and provide simple toys like
tissue paper, card board boxes, and balls.
• Consider providing a safe outdoor enclosure, like
screened in porch or outdoor kitty pen.
• Start early: spay or neuter your kitten & keep them
indoors.
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Make An Indoor Cat Toy
Fishing for Kitties
Make this toy for your cat to play with inside:
1. Choose a stick.
2. Take a piece of string and tie it to one end.
3. On the other end tie a bell and a couple of feathers
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