
ACTIVITY 3  Plastic Pollution Scavenger Hunt

Overview
Explore the variety and quantity of plastics through a fun scavenger hunt. Plastics have become such 
a common part of our world that we often do not recognize how present they are in our food, toys, 
electronics, personal items, and more. Whether you host this activity in a school, home, or park, you are 
certain to find examples of many plastics that are used only once, and others that have longer lives. 

Setup 

Review your site and select your scavenger hunt 
area. If you feel your area doesn’t have enough 
commonly used plastics, you can add plastics to 
the site for the purpose of the activity. Please don’t 
purchase plastics! Find examples from your own 
home or office and clean them before use. If your 
scavenger hunt will be held outdoors, determine 
what the boundaries will be and whether you need 
to mark them. 

A plastic pollution scavenger hunt activity sheet 
is available on page 15. Print enough for each 
participant or for participants to work in teams or 
groups. You will also need to provide pencils and 
may want to provide clipboards. 

Get Started

This activity may be done individually at a festival or as a group activity. 
However you choose to do it, give the participants clear instructions about 
how to begin, how much time they have (if there is a limit), and where they 
should return their scavenger hunt results. 

Questions and Discussion

It is important to initiate discussion about this topic and to provide 
participants with solutions for reducing their use of plastics. Consider the 
following discussion questions:

1. What was the most common plastic item you found?

2. What was the most surprising plastic item you found?

3. Which items do you use?

4. How can these items be harmful to birds, other wildlife, and you?

5. How can you reduce your plastic use?
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Objectives
1. To learn about the many types of plastics we use.

2. To understand where plastics are in your area.

Materials
• Scavenger hunt printouts

• Pencils

Definitions

Single-use plastic:  Plastic items that 
are thrown away after they’ve been used 
once or are empty.

Reusable plastic:  Plastic items that 
are used multiple times before being  
thrown away.  

TIME
15 – 30 minutes

AGES
4 – 12



ACTIVITY 3  Plastic Pollution Scavenger Hunt (continued)

Directions: How much plastic can you find? Put the number in the box by each item.

PLASTIC ITEM                                                         NUMBER FOUND

1. Water, Soda, Juice Bottles

2. Shampoo / Soap Bottles

3. Other Bottles

4. Bottle Caps

5. Drink Cups

6. Bags

7. Forks, Knives, Spoons

8. Food Bags (Ziplocs, etc.)

9. Snack Wrappers (candy bars, chips, etc.)

10. Small bits of plastic

11. Fishing Line

12. 6-Pack Rings

13. Toys

14. Electronics

TOTAL NUMBER OF PLASTICS
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FACT 
Many plastics are too small 

for us to see and are
called microplastics. 

They are no thicker than this line.

Even small plastics can be 
harmful to birds. 


